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•• Atlanta, Georgia, site of leading global corpo-
rations Coca-Cola and Delta Air Lines, and 
CNN headquarters, has strong ties to devel-
oping countries from the presence of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and 
CARE, the world’s largest relief organization, 
and interest in Africa by the city’s African-
American majority.

•• Charlotte, North Carolina, the center of a 
new southern industrial belt dominated by 
manufacturing and banking, has close ties to 
Europe, especially Germany.

Global Voices
There is a fashionable intellectual perception that 
America is becoming more and more alike from 
one end to the other, that it’s all covered with 
interstate highways and Howard Johnsons [motels]. 
Horsepucky. The most amazing thing about this 
country is its diversity, and the persistence of its 
regional and cultural differences.

—Molly Ivins, journalist (1991, p. 123)

Map 7.2  From Sea to See

Contrary to common perceptions that regional dialects are slowly disappearing into a homogenized
stew, the dialects of North America are actually a dynamic mosaic of still-evolving pronunciation
patterns, separated by unusually sharp boundaries.

Regional Dialects
The map illustrates dialect boundaries and pronunciation changes over the last century in their
most extreme form. Texas accents are considered variants of southern American English.
Texas accents include not only vocabulary but also pronunciation, cadence, and syntax and
support a strong local identity perhaps weakened by pop culture and newcomers from other states,
particularly California.
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Source: Los Angeles Times, June 24, 2002, p. A12.


